Geographical Aspects in Ancient Indian
Astronomical Knowledge

Sunita chansoria
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography
Durga mahavidayalaya
Raipur (CG)

1. Origin of the Universe and the Earth

The universe began with the Big Bang approximately 13.8 billion years ago, evolving
from an extremely hot, dense point to an expanding cosmos of matter and
energy. Gravity then pulled this matter and dust together to form galaxies, stars, and
planets, including Earth, which formed about 4.5 billion years ago from a nebula of gas
and dust.

Origin of the Universe

The Big Bang:

The prevailing scientific theory is that the universe started as a single, super-hot,
incredibly dense point that violently expanded about 13.8 billion years ago.

Cosmic Expansion:

This event created all matter, energy, space, and time, which continue to expand and
cool.

Formation of Atoms:

In the first few minutes after the Big Bang, the universe was a hot soup of particles,
which eventually combined to form the first atoms of hydrogen, helium, and traces of
lithium.

Galaxies and Stars:
Over millions of years, gravity caused this gas and dust to clump together, forming the
first galaxies, stars, and other celestial bodies.
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Origin of Earth

Solar Nebula:

Around 4.5 billion years ago, a cloud of gas and dust, known as a solar nebula, began
to collapse under its own gravity.

Formation of the Sun:

As the nebula collapsed, the material at its center became denser and hotter,
eventually igniting to form our Sun.

Planet Formation:

The remaining material in the disk around the Sun began to clump together. Rocky
planets, like Earth, formed closer to the Sun, while gas giants formed further away.

Early Earth:

Earth's initial formation involved intense heat, which caused metals to sink to the
center, forming the core, while lighter materials formed the mantle and crust.

Formation of the Moon:

A massive collision with a Mars-sized object is thought to have sent debris into orbit
around Earth, which then coalesced to form the Moon.

Atmosphere and Oceans:
Earth's atmosphere formed from volcanic out gassing and contributions from comets
and meteorites, eventually leading to the formation of oceans.

2. Age of the Earth

The age of the Earth is estimated to be 4.54 billion years, plus or minus about 50 million
years (4.54 + 0.05 billion years). This age is determined through isotopic analysis of
ancient materials, such as meteorites and Moon rocks, which provide the most reliable
data because they formed at the same time as Earth but have experienced less
geological activity, preserving their original isotopic composition.

How scientists determined Earth's age
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Radiometric dating:

Scientists use radiometric dating, a technique that measures the decay of
radioactive isotopes in rocks and minerals. Different elements have isotopes with
different "half-lives,” which is the time it takes for half of the radioactive atoms to
decay into a stable form.

Meteorites and Moon Rocks:

Since Earth has been subject to geological processes that alter its rocks, the most
ancient rocks are found in meteorites and on the Moon. These celestial bodies are
considered the best records of the early solar system and provide data points for
Earth's age.

Lead Isotopes:
The age of Earth is calculated by analyzing lead isotopes from a specific iron
meteorite, the Canyon Diablo meteorite, and from a few ancient lead ores on Earth.

3. Latitude and Longitude

¢ Indian astronomers developed concepts similar to latitude (akshansha) and longitude
(deshantar).

e These were used to locate places and calculate planetary positions.

o Aryabhata and later astronomers discussed earth’s spherical shape and its coordinate
system.

e Latitude helped in understanding climatic zones, while longitude aided in time calculation.

4. Day, Night, and Seasonal Phenomena

¢ Ancient Indian texts explained the rotation of Earth as the cause of day and night
(Aryabhata’s theory).

e The apparent movement of the Sun was studied to explain seasonal changes.

¢ The solstices and equinoxes were recognized for agricultural and ritual calendars.

e Seasons (Ritus) such as Vasanta (spring), Grishma (summer), Varsha (monsoon), Sharad
(autumn), Hemanta (early winter), and Shishira (late winter) were described.

e Astronomical observations were closely linked to agriculture and festivals.
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Conclusion

¢ Ancient Indian astronomical knowledge contained significant geographical aspects.

e Theories of universe and Earth’s origin, vast calculations of cosmic time, the use of latitude
and longitude, and explanations of day, night, and seasons reflect scientific thought.

e These concepts laid the foundation for the integration of astronomy and geography in Indian
intellectual traditions.



